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Title  7 — Agriculture 

CHAPTER  IX— AGRICULTURAL  MAR¬ 
KETING  SERVICE  (AAARKETING 
AGREEMENTS  AND  ORDERS; 
FRUITS,  VEGETABLES,  NUTS),  DE¬ 
PARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

[Avocado  Reg.  20] 

PART  915— AVOCADOS  GROWN  IN 
SOUTH  FLORIDA 

Quality  and  Maturity  Requirements 

AGENCY:  Agricultural  Marketing 
Service,  USDA. 

ACTION:  Pinal  rule. 

SUMMARY:  Avocado  Regulation  20 
prescribes  during  the  period  May  29, 
1978,  through  April  30, 1979,  minimum 
quality  and  maturity  requirements  for 
the  handling  of  fresh  avocados  grown 
in  South  Florida.  Avocados  shipped  to 
destinations  outside  the  production 
area  shall  grade  at  least  U.S.  No.  3  and 
individual  fruit  for  specified  types  of 
avocados  must  be  at  least  the  pre¬ 
scribed  minimum  weights  or  diameters 
by  specified  dates  (maturity  require¬ 
ments).  Avocados  shipped  to  destina¬ 
tions  within  the  production  area  are 
exempted  from  all  grade  require¬ 
ments,  if  packed  in  containers  other 
than  those  authorized  for  shipments 
outside  such  area,  but  such  avocados 
must  meet  maturity  requirements. 
The  requirements  are  issued  in  the  in¬ 
terest  of  producers  and  consumers  and 
are  designed  to  keep  immature  and  de¬ 
fective  fruit  off  the  market.  Immature 
avocados  will  not  ripen  satisfactorily 
and  would  be  unacceptable  in  taste. 

EFFECTIVE  DATE:  May  29,  1978. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 

Charles  R.  Brader,  202-447-63S3. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
On  April  28,  1978,  notice  of  proposed 
rulemaking  was  published  in  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Register  (43  FR  18182),  regard¬ 
ing  a  proposed  regulation  to  be  made 


effective  on  May  29,  1978,  pursuant  to 
the  marketing  agreement  and  Order 
No.  915,  both  as  amended  (7  CFR  part 
915),  regulating  the  handling  of  avoca¬ 
dos  grown  in  South  Florida.  The  pro¬ 
posed  regulation  was  recommended  by 
the  Avocado  Administrative  Commit¬ 
tee,  established  pursuant  to  the  mar¬ 
keting  agreement  and  order.  This  pro¬ 
gram  is  effective  under  the  Agricultur¬ 
al  Marketing  Agreement  Act  of  1937, 
as  amended  (7  U.S.C.  601-674).  The 
notice  allowed  interested  persons  until 
May  15,  1978,  to  submit  written  com¬ 
ments  in  connection  with  the  proposed 
regulation.  None  were  received. 

After  consideration  of  all  relevant 
matters  presented,  including  the  pro¬ 
posal  set  forth  in  the  aforesaid  notice, 
the  recommendation  and  information 
submitted  by  the  Avocado  Administra¬ 
tive  Committee,  and  other  available 
information,  it  is  hereby  found  and  de¬ 
termined  that  the  regulation,  as  here¬ 
inafter  set  forth,  is  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  amended  market¬ 
ing  agreement  and  order  and  will  tend 
to  effectuate  the  declared  policy  of 
the  act. 

The  regulation  is  based  upon  an  ap¬ 
praisal  of  current  and  prospective  crop 
and  market  conditions.  Total  1978-79 
season  fresh  shipments  of  Florida  avo¬ 
cados  is  estimated  at  800,000  bushels 
as  compared  with  fresh  shipments  of 
about  411,000  bushels  during  the  1977- 
78  season.  The  regulation  is  designed 
to  assime  shipment  of  fruit  of  accept¬ 
able  quality  and  maturity  in  the  inter¬ 
est  of  consumers  and  producers  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  objectives  of  the  act. 

It  is  hereby  further  found  that  it  is 
impracticable  and  contrary  to  the 
public  interest  to  give  further  notice 
and  postpone  the  effective  date  of  this 
regulation  untU  30  days  after  publica¬ 
tion  in  the  Federal  Register  (5  U.S.C. 
553),  and  good  cause  exists  for  making 
the  provisions  hereof  effective  as  here¬ 
inafter  set  forth  in  that:  (1)  shipments 
of  the  current  crop  of  avocados  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  begin  on  or  about  the  effec¬ 
tive  date  hereof,  and  this  regulation 
should  be  applicable,  insofar  as  practi¬ 
cable,  to  all  such  shipments  in  order  to 
effectuate  the  declared  policy  of  the 


act;  (2)  the  recommendations  upon 
which  this  regulation  is  based  were  de¬ 
veloped  by  the  committee  at  an  open 
meeting  on  April  5,  1978,  after  due 
notice  thereof,  and  all  interested  per¬ 
sons  present  were  given  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  express  their  views;  (3)  a  notice 
of  proposed  regulation  for  Florida  avo¬ 
cados  was  published  in  the  Federal 
Register  (43  FR  18182)  and  no  objec¬ 
tions  thereto  were  received;  and  (4) 
the  regulation  herein  specified  is  the 
same  as  the  proposed  regulation. 

The  regulation  as  proposed  in  the 
Federal  Register  issue  of  April  28, 
1978  (FR  Doc.  78-11468;  43  FR  18182), 
if  hereby  adoped  as  set  forth  below. 

(Secs.  1-19,  48  Stat.  31,  as  amended  (7  U.S.C. 
601-674).) 

Dated.  May  23,  1978,  to  become  ef¬ 
fective  May  29,  1978. 

Charles  R.  Brader, 
Deputy  Director,  Fruit  and  Vege¬ 
table  Division,  Agricultural 
Marketing  Service. 

§  915.320  Avocado  Regulation  20. 

(a)  Order.  During  the  period  May  29, 
1978,  through  April  30,  1979,  no  han¬ 
dler  shall  handle  any  avocados  unless 
such  avocados  grade  at  least  U.S.  No.  3 
grade:  Provided,  That  avocados  which 
fail  to  meet  the  requirements  of  such 
grade  may  be  handled  within  the  pro¬ 
duction  area,  if  such  avocados  meet  all 
other  applicable  requirements  of  this 
section  and  are  handled  in  containers 
other  than  the  containers  prescribed 
in  §  915.305,  as  amended  (7  CFR  part 
915),  for  the  handling  of  avocados  be¬ 
tween  the  production  area  and  any 
point  outside  thereof; 

(2)  On  and  after  the  effective  date  of 
this  regulation,  except  as  otherwise 
provided  in  subparagraphs  (10)  and 
(11)  of  this  paragraph,  no  avocados  of 
the  varieties  listed  in  column  1  of  the 
following  table  I  shall  be  handled 
prior  to  the  date  listed  for  the  respec¬ 
tive  variety  in  column  2  of  such  table, 
and  thereafter  each  such  variety  shall 
be  handled  only  in  conformance  with 
subparagraphs  (3),  (4),  (5),  (6),  (7),  (8), 
and  (9)  hereof. 
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(3)  Prom  the  date  listed  for  the  re¬ 
spective  variety  in  column  2  of  table  I 
to  the  date  listed  for  the  respective  va¬ 
riety  in  column  4  of  such  table,  no 
handler  shall  handle  any  avocados  of 
such  variety  imless  the  individual  fruit 
weighs  at  least  the  ounces  specified 
for  the  respective  variety  in  column  3 
of  such  table  or  is  of  at  least  the  diam¬ 
eter  specified  for  such  variety  in  said 
column  3; 

(4)  Prom  the  date  listed  for  the  re¬ 
spective  variety  in  columns  4  of  table  I 
to  the  date  listed  for  the  respective  va¬ 
riety  in  column  6  of  such  table,  no 
handler  shall  handle  any  avocados  of 
such  variety  unless  the  individual  fruit 
weighs  at  least  the  oimces  specified 
for  the  respective  variety  in  column  5 
of  such  table  or  is  of  at  least  the  diam¬ 
eter  specified  for  such  variety  in  said 
column  5; 

(5)  Prom  the  date  listed  for  the  re¬ 
spective  variety  in  column  6  of  table  I 
to  the  date  listed  for  the  respective  va¬ 
riety  in  column  8  of  such  table,  no 
handler  shall  handle  any  avocados  of 
such  variety  unless  the  individual  fruit 
weighs  at  least  the  ounces  specified 
for  the  respective  variety  in  column  7 
of  such  table  or  is  of  at  least  the  diam¬ 
eter  specified  for  such  variety  in  said 
column  7; 

(6)  No  handler  shall  handle:  (i)  Prior 
to  August  21,  1978,  any  Lisa  variety 
avocados,  (ii)  during  the  period  August 
21,  1978,  through  August  27.  1978,  any 
Lisa  variety  avocados  miless  the  indi¬ 
vidual  fruit  in  each  lot  of  such  avoca¬ 
dos  weighs  at  least  12  oiuices,  or  is  at 
least  3^16  inches  in  diameter,  or  (iii) 
during  the  period  August  28.  1978, 
through  September  3,  1978,  any  Lisa 
variety  avocados  unless  the  individual 
fruit  in  each  lot  of  such  avocados 
weighs  at  least  11  ounces,  or  is  at  least 
3%e  inches  in  diameter. 

(7)  No  handler  shall  handle  (i)  Prior 
to  September  11, 1978,  any  Booth  8  va¬ 
riety  avocados,  (ii)  during  the  period 
September  11,  1978,  through  October 
1,  1978,  any  Booth  8  variety  avocados 
unless  the  individual  fruit  in  each  lot 
of  such  avocados  weighs  at  least  16 
oiinces,  or  is  at  least  3^i6  inches  in  di¬ 
ameter,  or  (iii)  during  the  period  Octo¬ 
ber  2,  1978,  through  October  15,  1978, 
any  Booth  8  variety  avocados  unless 
the  individual  fruit  in  each  lot  of  such 
avocados  weighs  at  least  14  ounces,  or 
is  at  least  3 Vis  inches  in  diameter,  or 
(iv)  during  the  period  October  16, 
1978,  through  October  29,  1978,  any 
Booth  8  variety  avocados  unless  the 
indi\idual  fruit  in  each  lot  of  such  avo¬ 
cados  weighs  at  least  10  ounces,  or  is 
at  least  3V^e  inches  in  diameter. 

(8)  Except  as  otherwise  provided  in 
subparagraphs  (10)  and  (11)  of  this 
paragraph,  variety  of  the  West  Indian 
type  of  avocados  not  listed  in  table  I 
shall  not  be  handled  except  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  following  terms  and  con¬ 
ditions: 


(i)  Such  avocados  shall  not  be  han¬ 
dled  prior  to  July  3, 1978. 

(ii)  Prom  Jtily  3,  1978,  through  July 
30,  1978,  the  individual  fruit  in  each 
lot  of  such  avocados  shall  weigh  at 
least  18  ounces. 

(iii)  Prom  July  31,  1978,  through 
September  3,  1978,  the  individual  fruit 
in  each  lot  of  such  avocados  shall 
weigh  at  least  16  ounces. 

(iv)  Prom  September  4,  1978, 

through  October  1,  1978,  the  individu¬ 
al  fruit  in  each  lot  of  such  avocados 
shall  weigh  at  least  14  ounces. 

(9)  Except  as  otherwise  provided  in 
subparagraphs  (10)  and  (11)  of  this 
paragraph,  varieties  of  avocados  not 
covered  by  subparagraphs  (2)  through 
(8)  hereof  shall  not  be  handled  except 
in  accordance  with  the  following  terms 
and  conditions: 

(i)  Such  avocados  shall  not  be  han¬ 
dled  prior  to  September  18, 1978. 

(ii)  Prom  September  18,  1978, 

through  October  15,  1978,  the  individ¬ 
ual  fruit  in  each  lot  of  such  avocados 
shall  weigh  at  least  15  ounces. 

(iii)  Prom  October  16,  1978,  through 
December  17,  1978,  the  individual  fruit 
in  each  lot  of  such  avocados  shall 
weigh  at  least  13  oxinces. 

(10)  Notwithstanding  the  provisions 
of  subparagraphs  (2)  through  (9) 
hereof- regarding  the  minimum  weight 
or  diameter  for  individual  fruit,  up  to 
10  percent,  by  count,  of  the  indiiidual 
fruit  contained  in  each  lot  may  weigh 
less  than  the  minimum  specified 
weight  and  be  less  than  the  minimum 
specified  diameter:  Provided,  That 
such  avocados  weigh  not  more  than 
two  ounces  less  than  the  applicable 
specified  weight  for  the  particular  va¬ 
riety  as  prescribed  in  columns  3,  5,  or  7 
of  table  I  or  in  subparagraphs  (6).  (7). 
(8),  and  (9).  Such  tolerances  shall  be 
on  a  lot  basis,  but  not  to  exceed  double 
such  tolerances  shall  be  permitted  for 
an  individual  container  in  a  lot. 

(11)  The  provisions  of  subpararaphs 
(2)  through  (10)  of  this  paragraph 
shall  not  apply  to  any  variety,  except 
the  Linda  variety,  of  avocados  which, 
when  mature,  normally  change  color 
to  any  shade  of  red  or  purple  and  any 
portion  of  the  skin  of  the  individual 
fruit  has  changed  to  the  color  normal 
for  that  fruit  when  mature. 

(b)  Terms  used  in  the  amended  mar¬ 
keting  order,  when  used  herein,  have 
the  same  meaning  as  is  given  to  the  re¬ 
spective  term  in  said  marketing  order; 
the  term  “diameter”  shall  mean  the 
greatest  dimension  measured  at  right 
angles  to  a  line  from  the  stem  to  the 
blossom  end  of  the  fruit;  and  the  term 
“U.S.  No.  3”  shall  have  the  same 
meaning  as  set  forth  in  the  U.S. 
Standards  for  Florida  avocados  (7 
CFR  51.3050-51.3069). 

(c)  The  provisions  of  this  regulation 
shall  become  effective  May  29, 1978. 

[FR  Doc.  78-14792  Filed  5-24-78;  11:23  am) 


[3410-02] 

[Avocado  Reg.  26] 

part  944— FRUITS;  IMPORT 

REGULATIONS 

Avocodos 

AGENCnr:  Agricultural  Marketing 
Service.  USDA. 

ACmON:  Final  rule. 

SUMMARY:  Avocado  Regulation  26 
prescribes  during  the  period  May  29, 
1978,  through  April  30,  1979.  the  same 
grade  requirement  for  imported  avoca¬ 
dos  as  that  applicable  under  Market¬ 
ing  Order  No.  915  to  avocados  grown 
in  South  Florida.  The  maturity  regula¬ 
tion  applies  the  same  minimum  size  or 
weight  requirements  to  imported  avo¬ 
cados  of  the  Pollock,  Catalina,  and 
Trapp  varieties  as  are  applicable  to 
Florida  avocados  of  the  same  varieties. 
All  other  imported  avocados  are  re- 
guired  to  meet  minimum  size  or 
weight  requirements  comparable  to 
those  for  similar  types  grown  in  Flor¬ 
ida  as  variations  in  characteristics 
mtdce  application  of  identical  require¬ 
ments  impractical.  The  regulation  is 
required  by  Federal  law. 

EFFECTTIVE  DATE:  May  29, 1978. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 

Charles  R.  Brader,  202-447-6393. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
On  April  27,  1978,  notice  of  proposed 
rulemaking  was  published  in  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Register  (43  FR  17948)  inviting 
written  comments  for  consideration  in 
connection  with  a  proposed  regulation 
which  would  establish  requirements 
for  importation  of  avocados  into  the 
United  States,  during  the  period  May 
29.  1978,  through  April  30,  1979,  pur¬ 
suant  to  part  944— Fruits;  Import  Reg¬ 
ulations  (7  CFR  part  944).  None  were 
received. 

It  is  hereby  found  that  good  cause 
exists  for  not  postponing  the  effective 
time  of  the  regulatory  provisions  of 
the  regulation,  as  hereinafter  set 
forth,  beyond  that  hereinafter  speci¬ 
fied  (5  U.S.C.  553)  in  that:  (a)  The  re¬ 
quirements  of  this  Import  regulation 
are  imposed  pursuant  to  section  8e  of 
the  Agricultural  Marketing  Agreement 
Act  of  1937,  as  amended  (7  U.S.C.  601- 
674).  which  makes  such  requirements 
mandatory;'  (b)  such  regulation  im¬ 
poses  the  same  grade  and  comparable 
maturity  requirements  on  imports  of 
avocados  as  are  being  made  applicable 
to  the  shipment  of  avocados  grown  in 
Florida  under  Avocado  Regulation  20, 
which  becomes  effective  May  29,  1978; 
(c)  such  domestic  and  import  regula¬ 
tions  should  become  effective  at  as 
near  the  same  time  as  is  reasonably 
practicable;  (d)  3  days  notice  hereof, 
the  minimun  prescribed  by  said  scc- 
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tion  8e.  is  given  with  respect  to  this 
import  regulation;  and  (e)  such  notice 
is  hereby  determined,  under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances.  to  be  reasonable. 

After  consideration  of  all  relevant 
matters  presented,  including  the  pro¬ 
posal  set  forth  in  the  aforesaid  notice, 
and  other  available  information,  it  is 
hereby  foimd  that  the  grade,  size,  and 
maturity  requirements  that  are  the 
same  as  or  are  comparable  to  those  to 
be  in  effect  pursuant  to  the  said  mar¬ 
keting  order  shall  apply  to  avocados  to 
be  imported. 

The  regulation  as  proposed  in  the 
Federal  Register  issue  of  April  27, 
1978  (FR  Doc.  78-11467;  43  FR  17948), 
is  hereby  adopted  as  set  forth  below. 

(Secs.  1-19,  48  Stat.  31,  as  amended;  7  U.S.C. 
601-674.) 

Dated:  May  23,  1978,  to  become  ef¬ 
fective  May  29,  1978. 

Charles  R.  Brader, 
Deputy  Director,  Fruit  and  Vege¬ 
table  Division,  Agricultural 
Marketing  Service. 

§  944.18  Avocado  Regulation  26. 

(a)  On  and  after  the  effective  time 
of  this  section,  the  importation. into 
the  United  States  of  any  avocados  is 
prohibited  unless  such  avocados  are 
inspected  and  meet  the  following  re¬ 
quirements: 

(1)  All  avocados  imported  during  the 
period  May  29,1978,  through  April  30, 
1979,  shall  grade  not  less  than  U.S.  No. 
3. 

(2)  Avocados  of  the  Pollock  variety 
shall  not  be  imported:  <i)  Prior  to  July 
3,1978;  (ii)  from  July  3,  1978  through 
July  16,  1978,  unless  the  individual 
fruit  in  each  lot  of  such  avocados 
weighs  at  least  18  oimces  or  measures 
at  least  3* Vie  inches  in  diameter;  (iii) 
from  July  17,  1978,  through  July  30, 
1978,  unless  the  individual  fruit  in 
each  lot  of  such  avocados  weighs  at 
least  16  ounces  or  measures  at  least 
3Vi«  inches  in  diameter;  and  (iv)  from 
July  31,  1978,  through  August  13. 
1978.  through  October  1,  1978,  unless 
the  individual  fruit  in  each  lot  of  such 
avocados  weighs  at  least  14  ounces  or 
measures  at  least  3 Vie  inches  in  diame¬ 
ter. 

(3)  Avocados  of  the  Catalina  variety 
shall  not  be  imported:  (i)  Prior  to 
August  28,  1978;  (ii)  from  August  28. 
1978,  through  September  10,  1978, 
unless  the  individual  fruit  in  each  lot 
of  such  avocados  weighs  at  least  24 
ounces;  and  (iii)  from  September  11. 
1978,  unless  the  individual  fruit  in 
each  lot  of  such  avocados  weighs  at 
leat  22  oimces. 

(4)  Avocados  of  the  Trapp  variety 
shall  not  be  imported:  (i)  Prior  to  July 
31.  1978;  (ii)  from  July  31.  1978, 
through  August  13.  1978,  unless  the 
individual  fruit  in  each  lot  of  such  avo¬ 
cados  weighs  at  least  14  ounces  or 
measures  at  least  3*%6  inches  in  diam¬ 


eter;  and  (iii)  from  August  14,  1978, 
through  August  27,  1978,  unless  the 
individual  fruit  in  each  lot  of  such  avo¬ 
cados  weighs  at  least  12  ounces  or 
measures  at  least  ZVi^  inches  in  diame¬ 
ter. 

(5)  Avocados  of  any  variety  other 
than  Pollock.  Catalina,  and  Trapp  var¬ 
ieties.  of  the  West  Indian  varieties  not 
listed  elsewhere  in  this  regulation, 
shall  not  be  imported:  (i)  Prior  to  July 
3.  1978;  (ii)  from  July  3,  1978,  through 
July  30.  1978,  unless  the  individual 
fruit  in  each  lot  of  such  avocados 
weighs  at  least  18  ounces;  (iii)  from 
July  31,  1978,  through  September  3, 
1978,  unless  the  individual  fruit  in 
each  lot  of  such  avocados  weighs  at 
least  16  ounces;  (iv)  from  September  4. 
1978,  through  October  1,  1978,  unless 
the  individual  fruit  in  each  lot  of  such 
avocados  weighs  at  least  14  ounces: 
Provided,  That  any  lot  of  such  avoca¬ 
dos  may  be  imported  without  regard 
to  the  date  or  minimum  weight  re¬ 
quirements  of  this  paragraph  if  such 
avocados,  when  mature,  normally 
change  color  to  any  shade  of  red  or 
purple  and  any  portion  of  the  skin  of 
the  individual  fruit  has  changed  to  the 
color  normal  for  that  fruit  when 
mature, 

(6)  Avocados  of  any  variety  of  the 
Guatemalan  type,  including  hybrid- 
type  seedlings,  unidentified  Guatema¬ 
lan  and  hybrid  varieties,  and  Guate¬ 
malan  and  hybrid  varieties  not  listed 
elsewhere  in  the  regulation  shall  not 
be  imported;  (i)  Prior  to  September  18, 
1978;  (ii)  from  September  18,  1978, 
through  October  15,  1978,  unless  the 
individual  fruit  in  each  lot  of  such  avo¬ 
cados  weighs  at  least  15  ounces;  and 
(iii)  from  October  16,  1978,  through 
December  17,  1978,  unless  the  individ¬ 
ual  fruit  in  each  lot  of  such  avocados 
weighs  at  least  13  ounces. 

(7)  Notwithstanding  the  provisions 
of  subparagraphs  (2)  through  (6)  of 
this  paragraph  regarding  the  mini¬ 
mum  weight  or  diameter  for  individual 
fruit,  not  to  exceed  10  percent,  by 
count,  of  the  individual  fruit  con¬ 
tained  in  each  lot  may  weigh  less  than 
the  minimum  specified  and  be  less 
than  the  specified  diameter:  Provided, 
That  such  avocados  weigh  not  over  2 
ounces  less  than  the  applicable  speci¬ 
fied  weight  for  the  particular  variety 
specified  in  such  subparagraphs.  Such 
tolerances  shall  be  on  a~  lot  basis,  but 
not  to  exceed  double  such  tolerances 
shall  be  permitted  for  an  individual 
container  in  a  lot. 

(b)  The  Federal  or  Federal-State  In¬ 
spection  Service,  Fruit  and  Vegetable 
Quality  Division,  Food  Safety  and 
Quality  Service,  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  is  hereby  designated  as 
the  governmental  inspection  service 
for  the  purpose  of  certifying  the 
grade,  size,  quality,  and  maturity  of 
avocados  that  are  imported  into  the 
United  States.  Inspection  by  the  Fed¬ 


eral  or  Federal-State  Inspection  Serv¬ 
ice  with  appropriate  evidence  thereof 
in  the  form  of  an  official  inspection 
certificate,  issued  by  the  resp^tive 
service,  applicable  to  the  particular 
shipment  of  avocados,  is  required  on 
all  imports  of  avocados.  Since  inspec¬ 
tors  are  not  located  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  some  of  the  small  ports  of 
entry,  such  as  those  in  southern  Cali¬ 
fornia,  importers  of  avocados  should 
make  arrangements  for  inspection, 
through  the  applicable  one  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  offices,  at  least  the  specified 
number  of  days  prior  to  the  time  when 
the  avocados  will  be  imported: 

Ports,  Office,  and  Advance  Notice 

All  Texas  points:  Officer  in  Charge,  P.O. 
Box  107,  San  Juan.  Tex.  78589,  phone  512- 
787-4091,  or  Officer  in  Charge,  724  East 
Overland.  El  Paso,  Tex.  79905,  phone  915- 
643-7723. 1  day. 

All  New  York  points:  Officer  in  Charge, 
Room  28A.  Hunts  Point  Market,  Bronx. 
N.Y.  10474,  phone  212-991-7668  and  7669; 
Officer  in  Charge,  176  Niagara  Frontier 
Pood,  Terminal,  Room  8.  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
14206,  phone  716-824-1585. 1  day. 

All  Arizona  points:  Officer  in  Charge,  P.O. 
Box  1614,  Nogales,  Ariz.  85621,  phone  602- 
287-2902, 1  day. 

All  Florida  points;  Officer  in  Charge,  1350 
Northwest  12th  Avenue.  Room  530, 
Miami.  Fla.  33136,  phone  305-324  6116,  or 
Officer  in  Charge,  P.O.  Box  1232,  Winter 
Haven,  Fla.  33880,  phone  813-294-2089,  or 
Officer  in  Charge.  Unit  46,  3335  North 
Edgewood  Avenue,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
32205,  phone  904-354-5983,  1  day. 

All  California  points;  Officer  in  Charge,  784 
South  Central  Avenue,  Room  266,  Los  An¬ 
geles.  Calif.  90021,  phone  213-688-2489,  3 
days. 

All  Louisiana  points:  Officer  in  Charge,  5027 
U.S.  Postal  Service  Building,  701  Loyola 
Avenue,  New  Orlean.s.  La.  70113,  phone 
504-589-6741,  1  day. 

All  other  points:  Chief,  Fresh  Products 
Branch.  FVQD,  PSQS.  USDA,  Washing¬ 
ton.  D.C.  20250.  phone  202-447-5870,  3 
days. 

(c)  Inspection  certificates  shall  cover 
only  the  quantity  of  avocados  that  is 
being  imported  at  a  particular  port  of 
entry  by  a  particular  importer, 

(d)  The  inspection  performed,  and 
certificates  issued,  by  the  Federal  or 
Federal-State  Inspection  Service  shall 
be  in  accordance  with  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  Department  govern¬ 
ing  the  inspection  and  certification  of 
fresh  fruits,  vegetables,  and  other 
products  (7  CFR  Part  51).  The  cost  of 
any  inspection  and  certification  shall 
be  borne  by  the  applicant  therefor. 

(e)  Each. Inspection  certificate  issued 
with  respect  to  any  avocados  to  be  im¬ 
ported  into  the  United  States  shall  set 
forth,  among  other  things; 

(1)  The  date  and  place  of  inspection; 

(2)  The  name  of  the  shipper  or  ap¬ 
plicant; 

(3)  The  commodity  inspected; 

(4)  The  quantity  of  the  commodity 
covered  by  the  certificate; 

(5)  The  principal  identifying  marks 
on  the  container; 
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'  (6)  The  railroad  car  initials  and 
number,  the  truck  and  the  trailer  li¬ 
cense  number,  the  name  of  the  vessel, 
the  name  of  the  air  carrier,  or  other 
identification  of  the  shipment;  and 

(7)  The  following  statement,  if  the 
facts  warrant:  Meets  U.S..  import  re¬ 
quirements  luider  section  8e  of  the  Ag¬ 
ricultural  Marketing  Agreement  Act  of 
1937,  as  amended. 

(f)  Notwithstanding  any  other  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  regulation,  any  importa¬ 
tion  of  avocados  which,  in  the  aggre¬ 
gate.  does  not  exceed  55  pounds  may 
be  imported  without  regard  to  the  re¬ 
strictions  specified  herein. 

(g)  It  is  hereby  found  that  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  maturity  restrictions 
being  imposed,  pursuant  to  Order  No. 
915  (7  CFR  Part  915),  upon  avocados 


grown  in  south  Florida  to  imported 
avocados,  other  than  of  the  Pollock, 
Catalina,  and  Trapp  varieties,  is  not 
practicable  because  of  variations  in 
characteristics  between  the  domestic 
and  imported  avocados;  and  the  matu¬ 
rity  restrictions  applicable  to  imported 
avocados  other  than  of  the  Pollock, 
Catalina,  and  Trapp  varieties  are  com¬ 
parable  to  those  imposed  upon  the  do¬ 
mestic  commodity.  The  quality  restric¬ 
tions  for  all  imported  avocados  and 
the  maturity  restrictions  for  imported 
avocados  of  the  Pollock,  Catalina,  and 
Trapp  varieties  are  the  same  as  those 
being  imposed  upon  the  domestic  com¬ 
modity. 

(h)  No  provisions  of  this  section 
shall  supersede  the  restrictions  or  pro¬ 


hibitions  on  avocados  under  the  Plant 
Quarantine  Act  of  1912. 

(i)  Nothing  contained  in  this  section 
shall  be  deemed  to  preclude  any  im¬ 
porter  from  reconditioning,  prior  to 
importation,  any  shipment  of  avocados 
for  the  purpose  of  making  it  eligible 
for  importation. 

(J)  The  terms  relating  to  grade,  as 
used  herein,  shall  have  the  same 
meaning  as  when  used  in  the  United 
States  Standards  for  Florida  Avocados 
(7  CFR  51.3050-51.3069).  “Diameter” 
shall  mean  the  greatest  dimension 
measured  at  right  angles  to  a  line 
from  the  stem  to  the  blossom  end  of 
the  fruit.  “Importation”  means  release 
from  custody  of  the  U.S.  Bureau  of 
Customs. 

[FR  Doc.  78-14793  Filed  5-24-78;  11:23  am] 
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